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CHAPTER HI

THE EEVOLUTION  BEGINS

ONE of the grievances given prominence in the
Declaration of Independence was that the English
Crown had "abolished the free system of Eng-
lish laws in a neighbouring province, establishing
therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its
boundaries so as to render it at once an example
and fit instrument for introducing the same arbi-
trary rule into these colonies/' The measure
which was in the minds of the signers was the
Quebec Act of 1774; and the feature to which they
especially objected was the extension of this pecu-
liarly governed Canadian province to include the
whole of the territory north of the Ohio and east of
the Mississippi.

The Quebec Act was passed primarily to remedy
a curious mistake made by King George's ministers
eleven years earlier. The Proclamation of 1763
had been intended to apply to the new French-